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Friday, May 5, 2017 ð  Service 7:30 PM 

The Oneg Shabbat will be hosted by Allyson & Keith Sherman in honor of the  

Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Abigail Sherman. 

ABIGAIL SHERMAN 

 

Saturday, May 6- Torah Study & Service 9:30 AM 

 

ACHAREI MOT-KEDOSHIM 

Torah Portion:  Leviticus 16:1-20:27 Haftarah:  Amos 9:7-15 

 

 

Friday, May 12 ð Service 8:00 PM 

The Oneg Shabbat will be hosted by Judy & Neil Menashe in honor of the  

Bar Mitzvah of their son, Jesse Menashe 

JESSE MENASHE 

Saturday, May 13- Torah Study 9:30 AM 

Bar Mitzvah Service 10:45 AM 

JESSE MENASHE 

 

EMOR 

Torah Portion:  Leviticus 21:1-24:23 Haftarah:  Ezekiel 44:15-31 

 

Friday, May 19 ð Service 7:30 PM 

7TH GRADE GRADUATION SHABBAT SERVICE 

 

Saturday, May 20 ð Torah Study & Service 9:30 AM 

 

BEHAR-BECHUKOTAI 

Torah Portion:  Leviticus 25:1-27:34 Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-17:14 

 

Friday, May 26 ð  Service 8:00 PM 

Saturday, May 27 ð Torah Study & Service 9:30 AM  

 

BAMIDBAR 

Torah Portion:  Numbers 1:1-4:20   Haftarah:  Hosea 2:1-22(1:10-2:20) 

 

Tuesday, May 30 ð Service 7:00 PM 

109th ANNIVERSARY SHAVUOT SERVICE OF 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION & CONFIRMATION 
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A WORD TO THE WISE  

R A B B I  JA Y  H .  R O S E N B A U M  

  After joining together around the family table for the Seder, we begin the seven-week           

preparatory period leading to the celebration of Shavuot, which means ñWeeks.ò  In fact, for millennia there has been   

a system in place called ñcounting the Omer,ò which marks off each day methodically ï precisely, until we arrive at 

Shavuot, when God revealed his living word to the Jewish people on Mt. Sinai and gave us the gift of the Torah, which 

has been and remains the foundation stones upon which Western Civilization rests. 

          Shavuot is one of the most important celebrations of the year.  It is one of the Shlosh Regalim ï ñThree            

pilgrimage festivalsò and its observance is mandated with the same attention to detail as the holidays of Passover and 

Sukkot.  In recent times, Shavuot was chosen as the time for Confirmation when tenth grade students, having achieved   

a greater level of understanding and personal and intellectual maturity, ñconfirmò their attachment to the Temple,       

the Jewish people and the precepts, morals and values by which we are commanded to live.  It is also the time we     

celebrate the graduation of our students after the 12th year of Jewish education. 

          Therefore, the question before us is:   If the holiday of Shavuot is so important to our personal and national    

wellbeing as Jews, why did the Jewish people have to wait so long from their moment of liberation from Egyptian 

bondage to arrive at this religious milestone?  And, why was this holiday identified by the name of ñWeeksò rather   

than ñRevelationò or the holiday of the ñTorah?ò  The answer cannot simply be, that it took seven weeksô time to arrive 

at Mt. Sinai from the moment of liberation.  Perhaps the answer lies in the fact that all meaningful change and progress 

in life requires thorough preparation and time.  A people that were just freed from slavery were not prepared            

emotionally nor intellectually to create a society based on the democratic principles found in the Torah.  That would 

have been an unreasonable expectation, and so, time was needed for Moses to teach his people what the ultimate      

purpose of their freedom was; to bind themselves to God.  It also took time, a great deal of time, patience, trial and    

error for the Israelites to be adequately prepared to take possession of the Promised Land. 

 So too, at the moment of Bar/Bat Mitzvah, a young boy or girl is not instantaneously transformed into a        

responsible and knowledgeable Jewish man or woman.  That takes many more years of study, growth, struggle and    

maturity.  We pray that the young person will continue their studies at least through the Confirmation year in tenth 

grade, and hopefully through graduation from our high school.  During these most formative years, between middle 

school and application to college, the focus of religious education shifts from obtaining a basic knowledge of language, 

traditions, culture, and history to discussions on how to apply the moral lessons contained in the Bible and ñWisdom 

Literatureò of our people to oneôs daily life.  Rabbi, teachers and students engage in discussing the pressing issues of  

the day and the ñchoicesò our young people will have to make as they evolve through adolescence into their twenties 

and beyond.  Then, having stayed with the program, our children can then claim that they are not only Jews who are 

educated, but also Jewishly educated adults living richer and more meaningful lives for having continued their studies 

in our High School Program. 

 As we all know, time runs by so quickly.  For the ancient Israelites, it was but a few weeks from Egypt to Mt. 

Sinai; for our precious youngsters, it is but a few short years between Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Confirmation, and Graduation.  

The preparation in both cases was and is necessary and invaluable.  It gave birth to a nation known as ñThe People of 

The Book,ò and will continue to insure in our age, the survival of the Jewish people, fulfilling our destiny and Godôs 

commandment to be a ñLight unto the Nations of the World.ò  And so, from the bottom of my heart, I ask you to be    

the type of parents and grandparents who make it a priority and see to it that their children continue their religious    

studies through the High School years.  In this spirit, I invite you to join with me on Tuesday, May 30th, for our       

Shavuot, Confirmation, and High School Graduation Service at 7:00 P.M.  In this way, we will show support for our 

students at Temple Israel who have taken the time to properly prepare for full and fulfilling Jewish lives, while at the 

same time, performing the mitzvah of celebrating Godôs gift of the Torah to the world thirty-three hundred years ago. 

 

 CHAG SAMAYACH ï HAPPY SHAVUOT! 

 

WHY SHAVUOT IS CALLED THE HOLIDAY OF WEEKS 
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YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO JOIN US 

TUESDAY EVENING, MAY 30, 2017 7:00 PM 

FOR OUR 109TH ANNIVERSARY SHAVUOT SERVICE OF 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION & CONFIRMATION. 
 

                                                             

 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

 
 

                        SAM BODNER                                          SARAH NERSESOV 

                                      son of                                                                        daughter of 

                      Marci & Stuart Bodner                                            Helen & Russell Nersesov 

 
 

HANNAH RAE PRUSACK 

daughter of 

Elaine & Dr. Howard Prusack 

 

 

                                        

CONFIRMANDS 
 

 

                 DAVID ISAAC CLARKE                          JOSEPH COSENTINO 

                                           son of                                                                       son of 

                       Erica & Todd Clarke                                      Sherri & Joseph Cosentino                                    

 

 

               MADISON COSENTINO                                 HAILEE ELIAS 

                                  daughter of                                                            granddaughter of 

               Sherri & Joseph Cosentino                                              Helene Anderson 

 

 

                              BEN SIMENS                                          BRANDON WEISS 

                                      son of                                                                       son of 

                   Stacey & Jay Simens                                               Jane & Richard Weiss 
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PR E S I D E N T �·S M E S S A G E 

K E N N E T H  A .  S H A P I RO  

 

                                 

         

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

                                 

         

 

 

 

     

     

       ___________________________________________________ 
     

Finally, winter is over, and we can all look forward to summer, my favorite season and all the joy it 

brings.   

 

We begin with a special fund-raising event at the Lawrence Country Club on Sunday, May 7th for the   

Finkelstein family.  To those who have already sent in their acceptance of the invitation and their 

pledges, thank you.  For those who have not yet done so, please do as you will be doing a very good 

deed for one of our own.  Please phone the office for any further information. 

 

On Friday, May 19th, we will be having our 7th Grade Graduation Shabbat Service, please show your 

support for our kids by attending.  It will be followed by a special oneg with ice cream sundaes for all 

to enjoy. 

 

On Tuesday, May 30th at 7:00 PM, we celebrate our 109th Anniversary Shavuot Service and High 

School Graduation and Confirmation.  This is always a very special evening and I hope you will join 

us in honoring our wonderful children who have worked so hard in our Hebrew High School. 

 

May is the month that our Nominating Committee will meet to decide who will represent you as     

officers and trustees for the coming year.  I urge anyone interested in becoming a trustee to please 

contact the Temple Office or Garrett Gray, Chairman of the Nominating Committee.  We are also 

working on our budget for the next Temple year which runs from July 1, 2017 thru June 30, 

2018.  This is vital to ensure the financial stability of Temple Israel. 

 

We have begun our new Membership Drive and we are offering a generous "monetary thank you"   

for any existing congregant who introduces a new member in our Temple.  Information about this 

program is available in our Temple Office. We are determined to reach out to our community of     

unaffiliated Jews and others to enroll their children in our award-winning religious school and        

Hebrew High School, so please tell all your friends. 

 

Don't forget our very successful monthly Wine and Dine social evenings and the Rabbiôs lecture and 

luncheon series; you will see the information in the monthly bulletin and weekly Shabbat leaflet. 

 

Karen, myself and all the officers and trustees hope you will join us for these upcoming special 

events. 


